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This invention relates to downhole tubing, a downhole 
tubing sealing system, and to elements of such a system. 
The invention also relates to a method of lining a bore and 
to a method for sealing downhole tubing. 
5 In oil and gas extraction operations, a bore is 

drilled through the earth to intersect a hydrocarbon- 
bearing formation which forms the hydrocarbon reservoir, 
allowing oil and gas from the reservoir to be transported 
to che surface. The bore intersecting the reservoir is 
10 typically lined with steel casing which is cemented in the 

bore. A perforating gun is then lowered into the bore and 
detonated to form perforations which extend through the 
casing and the cement and into the formation. Typically, 
sets of perforations are provided at intervals along the 
casing, and the perforated casing may extend for several 
thousand metres through the formation. To control the flow 
of oil from the formation inflatable packers may be 
provided to isolate selected sets of perforations and thus 
isolate the corresponding portions of the formation. 

It has recently been proposed that such cemented and 
perforated casing be replaced by expandable slotted tubing, 
such as described in WO93\2S800 (Shell Internationale 
Research Maatschappij B.V.).. Such tubing comprises lengths 
of tube which have been machined to create a large number 
of overlapping longitudinal slots. The tube is radially 
expanded, while downhole, into contact with the bore wall. 
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the slots extending to create diamond- shaped apertures. 
The expanded tube thus provides support for the bore wall 
while allowing oil to flow into the bore through the 
extended slots. 

It is among the objectives of embodiments of the 
present invention to provide a system which allows a 
section of bore wall lined with such expanded tubing to be 
sealed or isolated, and thus facilitate control of the flow 
of oil from a hydrocarbon reservoir. 

According to one aspect of the present invention there 
is provided downhole tubing comprising a radially 
expandable slotted tubular body carrying deformable 
material on the exterior thereof. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a downhole tubing sealing system 
comprising a radially expandable slotted tubular body 
carrying deformable material on the exterior thereof, and 
a seal member for location within the body and for engaging 
an inner surface of the body. 

In use, the tubular body is located in a bore and 
expanded radially into contact with the bore wall. The 
presence of the deformable material on the exterior of the 
body ensures that full contact is achieved between the 
outer surface of the body and the bore wall. The sealing 
member is then activated to engage the inner surface of the 
body and provides a sealing contact therewith. The length 
of the seal member and/or the location of the seal member 
in the body is selected such that none of the slots in the 
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body extend beyond both ends of the seal member; otherwise, 
fluid would be able to flow around the seal member by 
passing along the slots. 

According to another aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method of isolating a portion of a 
downhole bore, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a radially expandable slotted tubular body 
carrying deformable material on the exterior thereof; 

locating the body in a bore and expanding the body 
radially into contact with the bore wall; and 

locating a seal member within the body and radially 
extending the member to engage an inner surface of the 
body. 

As used herein the terms "slots" is intended to 
encompass any holes or apertures which facilitate expansion 
of the body, including bores, slots or weakened areas which 
initially only extend part way through the body. 

These aspects of the invention permit the complete 
sealing of a bore lined with expanded slotted tubing. 
Conventional expanded slotted metal tubing does not achieve 
a fluid-tight metal-to-rock contact: because the outer 
surface of the tubing tends to retain its original 
curvature, that is the curvature of the unexpanded tubing, 
not all of the outer surface contacts the bore wall 
25 following expansion. With the inner surface sealed, for 

example by a packer, there remains a small area S-shaped 
leak path between the tubing and the bore wall where the 
tubing is not in contact with the wall; this leak path may 
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account for around 0.5% of the cross sectional area of a 
bore. However, with the present invention the deformable 
material on the outer surface of the body allows complete 
contact between the body and the bore wall and eliminates 
this leak path. 

Preferably, the deformable material is an elastomer. 
Of course the deformable material will be selected to 
withstand handling and the conditions experienced downhole, 
for example the selected material preferably bonds to the 
body outer surface sufficiently to prevent erosion or 
degradation during installation, withstands the elevated 
temperatures experienced downhole (typically 130 - iso'CJ . 
and is resistant to crude oils, brines, acids and other 
fluids likely to be encountered downhole. 

According to a further aspect of the present invention 
there is provided a method of lining a downhole bore, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

providing a radially expandable slotted tubular body 
carrying deformable material on the exterior thereof; and 
locating the body in a bore and expanding the body 
radially into contact with the bore wall. 

These and other aspects of the present invention will 
now be described, by way of example, with reference to the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a schematic sectional view of a downhole 
sealing system in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention, shown in a bore; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view on line 2 - 2 



10 



WO 99/02818 

PCT/GB98/02066 

5 

of Figure 1; and 

Figure 3 is an enlarged side view of the tubing of 
system of Figure l, one half of the Figure illustrating the 
effect of the absence of a deformable material coating as 
provided in embodiments of the present invention. 

The drawings illustrate a downhole tubing sealing 
system 10 in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. The system 10 is shown, in Figure 1 of the 
drawings, in a drilled horizontal bore 12 which intersects 
an oil bearing formation or reservoir 14. 

The system 10 includes tubing 16, similar to that as 
described in W093\25800 (shell Internationale Research 
Maatschappij B.V.), which includes a large number of 
overlapping longitudinal slots 18. The tubing 16 is run 
15 into the bore 12 in unexpanded configuration and a mandrel 

then pushed up or pulled through the tubing 16 to expand 
the tubing radially outwards. The expansion is 

accommodated by the extension of the slots 18 to form the 
diamond shaped apertures as illustrated in Figure 3 of the 
drawings. As may be seen in Figure 2 of the drawings, the 
tubing 16 is expanded into contact with the bore wall 22, 
and thus provides support for the bore wall 20 while 
allowing oil to flow from the reservoir through the 
expanded slots 18. 

The tubing 16 is formed of an appropriate metal, 
typically steel, and carries an external coating of a. 
deformable material in the form of an elastomer 22. The 
provision of the elastomer coating allows the outer surface 
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of the tubing 16 to form a sealing contact with the bore 
wall 20, as described below. 

On expansion of the tubing 16, the metal outer surface 
of the tubing tends to retain its original curvature, that 
5 is the curvature of the unexpanded tubing, as may be seen 

from Figure 2 . As a result, in the absence of an elastomer 
coating 22, not all of the outer surface of the tubing 
would contact the bore wall 22 following expansion; metal- 
to-rock contact would only be achieved at the contact 
10 points 24 as indicated in Figures 2 and 3 . Thus, it may be 
seen that, in the absence of the elastomer coating, a small 
area S- shaped leak path would remain between the tubing and 
the bore wall where the tubing was not in contact with the 
wall. However, in the present invention, differential 
compression of the elastomer coating 22 ensures that there 
is an elastomer-to-rock contact around the circumference of 
the tubing (though of course not at the slots 18) . 

In the illustrated example the reservoir 14 has been 
isolated from the bore 12 by providing a packer 26 within 
the tubing 16, the packer providing a sealing contact with 
the interior of the tubing 16 over the length of the 
intersection of the bore 12 with the reservoir 14. The 
packer 26 is mounted on a tube 28 which allows fluid to 
flow past the isolated reservoir 14. 

It will be apparent to those of skill in the art that 
the above -described embodiment provides numerous advantages- 
over conventional cemented and perforated casing systems, 
and also other methods of sealing expanded slotted tubing, 
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such as providing an external isolation sleeve on the 
tubing. With the present invention, the whole length of 
the tubing may contribute to flow as all of the slots in 
the tubing are normally opened. Further, the internal 
sealing member or packer may be provided at any location in 
the tubing, and is thus adaptable to deal with any 
situation or problems that may arise in a bore. 

It will also be clear to those of skill in the art 
that the above -described embodiment is merely exemplary of 
the present invention, and that various modifications and 
improvements may be made thereto, without departing from 
the scope of the present invention. 
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CLAIMS 



1. Downhole tubing comprising a radially expandable 
slotted tubular body carrying deformable. material on the 
exterior thereof. 

5 2 . The downhole tubing of claim 1 wherein said deformable 

material is an elastomer. 

3. The downhole tubing of claim 2 wherein said elastomer 
is selected to be resistant to high temperatures, and to 
crude oils, brines, acids, and other degradative fluids 

10 encountered downhole. 

4. A downhole tubing sealing system comprising the 
downhole tubing of claims 1 to 3, and a seal member for 
location within said body and for engaging an inner surface 
of said body. 

15 5. A method of isolating a portion of a downhole bore, 

the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a radially expandable slotted tubular body 
carrying deformable material on the exterior thereof; 

locating said body in a bore and expanding said body 
20 radially into contact with the bore wall; and 

locating a seal member within said body, and radially 
extending said member to engage an inner surface of said 
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6. A method of lining a downhole bore, the met hod 
comprising the steps of: 

providing a radially expandable slotted tubular body 
carrying deferrable material on the exterior thereof; and 

locating said body in a bore and expanding said body 
radially into contact with the bore wall. 



WO 99/02818 



1/2 



PCT/GB98/02066 




F I G.1 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



WO 99/02818 



PCT/GB98/02066 



j 



2/2 




SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



■ •"ton* Application No 



A. CLASS 

IPC 6 


LIGATION OP SUBJECT MATTER 

E21B43/10 E21B33/10 






According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 




^n^um aocufwrtatwn searched (classification system folowed byclaaarficatttn symbols) ' 


Documentation searched other than mmimuniooo^umtetbn to the arte* that such document, are included in the fields searched 


ci«cironc oata base consutlod during the «TtemaHonal search (name of data Da 


ae and. where practical, search terms used) 




Citation of document with Indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Rowvont to etam No. 


X 


WO 94 25655 A (DRILLFLEX) 10 November 1994 
see page 5, line 30 - page 6, line 21 * 
see page 7, line 25 - page 8, line 5 
see page 9, line 26 - line 31 


1-3,6 


A 


US 3 746 091 A (OWEN ET AL.) 17 July 1973 
see column 7, line 7 - line 16 


1 


A 


US 3 4B9 220 A (KINLEY) 13 January 1970 
see column 2, line 36 - line 55 
see column 6, line 70 - line 75 


1 


A 


US 3 353 599 A (SWIFT ) 21 November 19fi7 
see column 4, line 71 - column 5, line 30 


1 


A 


US 3 669 190 A (SIZER ET AL.) 13 June 1972 
see abstract 


4,5 






•/-- 




j X) Furth * r documents are Sated in the continuation oi box C 


|X | Patent family members are Dated i 


n annex. 


-A- document defining the general state of the art wh.ch is not 
considered to be of particular rerevanco 

"6' earlier document but pubtshed on or after the international 
(Oing data 

V document which may throw doubts on priority daim/ii or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as spec* led) 

XT document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exnrbtion or 
other meant 

"P" document published prior to the international riling date but 
later than the prionty dale claimed 


T- later document pubt«hed attar the tntematonaJ filing date 

^Ye^rfeT^^ Prtnee* or theory undertyng the 

fl ^^ Cfl ^* ^? nc «- rr * invention 
^SSSSS??^** " carvv * considered to 
involve an trrventJve stop when the document (e taken afono 

Y " d ?S^l < l£!^iL^" oc,: '^claimed invention 

££££ 2^2!2i l l5r OK# *" hwnt *» «*> when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 

H M?art UCft COfT * ln * tl0fl ***** to a person ekrHed 
document member of the same patent lamly 






Date of rnsiing of the international seai 


'ch report 


19 October 1998 


23/10/1998 




Name and matfng address of the ISA «~— _ 

European Patent Orilce. P.B. 56 1 8 Patentlaen 2 
NL • 2260 MV Rfjswqk 
Tot (*3i.70) 340-2040. T*. 31 651 epo m 
Fax (+31*70) 340-3016 


AulhortiwJ oftlew 

Rampelmann, K 



page 1 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



C.(ConUnmUon) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT"" 
Caiogory • I Citation of document, with InoKaUon.wtvoro appropriate of 



. -rn«aoo«i Application No 

PCT/GB 98/02066 



th© r»tevant pat&age* 



METCALFE P: "EXPANDABLE SLOTTED TUBES 
OFFER WELL DESIGN BENEFITS" 
PETROLEUM ENGINEER INTERNATIONAL 
vol. 69, no. 10, October 1996, paqes 
60-63, XP000684479 
see the whole document 



R»iovan« io awn No. 



1.6 



Fawn PCT/1SA/210 (continuation o( Mcond shwa (July 1992) 



page 2 of 2 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

Information on patent family members 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



WO 9425655 



•rn»tton»i Application No 

PCT/GB 98/02066 



Patent family 
members) 



10-11-1994 



FR 
AU 
AU 
CA 
CN 
0E 
EP 
JP 
NO 
US 



2704898 
673261 
6660194 
2162035 
1122619 
69412252 
0698136 
8509532 
954299 
5695008 



PubScanon 
date 



10-11-1994 
31-10-1996 
21-11-1994 
10-11-1994 
15-05-1996 
10-09-1998 
28-02-1996 

08- 10-1996 
07-12-1995 

09- 12-1997 



US 3746091 


A 


17-07-1973 


NONE 




US 3489220 


A 


13-01-1970 


NONE 




US 3353599 


A 


21-11-1967 


NONE 




US 3669190 


A 


13-06-1972 


NONE 





Font PCPlSAStO (ptMnt ttmif ann«x) (Ju»y 1992) 



